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D&R Greenway trail project almost a reality

By John Tredrea, Staff Writer
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Trail runs east from Hunterdon County to Somerset County, passing through
northern Mercer County on the way.

Click here to view a large map

A 20-mile trail through the Sourland
Mountains from Lambertville to Belle
Mead is "ready to become a reality."

Bill Rawlyk, director of Land
Preservation for the Delaware and
Raritan Greenway, said, "There are a
few gaps to be filled in. Conceivably
that job will done in a few years and
the trail will be complete.”

To finish the job, the Greenway, a nonprofit that preserves land in its natural state
or for farming, will work to allow public access to lands that form the gaps in the trail.
This can be done by purchasing the tracts or easements that permit public access to
them. To do that, the Greenway works with partners, both public and private,
including municipal, county and state governments.

The proposed Sourlands trail runs east from Hunterdon County to Somerset County,
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passing through northern Mercer County on the way.

"The Greenway began acquiring land in the Sourlands in the 1980s," Mr. Rawlyk
said. "We've preserved close to 4,000 acres there. The Trans-Sourland trail we're
working on is part of a bigger network of trails that's a major goal of ours. That
network would link Princeton to Washington Crossing (on the Delaware River).

The trail's western end includes the already-preserved United Water tract, near
Lambertville. After a few gaps east of United Water, the trail already runs unbroken
for 15 miles.

"Right now, you have to know where it is to be able to walk it," Mr. Rawlyk said.
"Once the gaps have been filled in, we'll mark the trail. But, using back roads
occasionally to get around the gaps, you can actually walk the whole trail now."

A good way to get specifics on the trail, including where to park to access sections
of it, is to visit the Web site of the New Jersey Trails Association, an offshoot
organization of the Greenway. The Web site (www.njtrails.org/index.php) tells about
how difficult various New Jersey trails are to hike plus information on their history and
flora and fauna.

Marking and maintaining trails is labor-intensive and the Greenway needs volunteers
in that area. "We need volunteers to help build new trails and maintain existing trials,"
Mr. Rawlyk said. "If you walk a trail, take a pair of clippers with you and help clear
them as you go. That makes a big difference.”

The headwaters of more than 10 streams are in the 90-square-mile Sourlands, one
of the largest forested areas left in New Jersey.

"The Sourlands are important to our water supply, and over 100 species of neo-
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tropical migratory birds breed or nest there," Mr. Rawlyk said. "Except for the Pine

Barrens, this is the biggest wildness area between New York City and Philadelphia.”
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