A Ride with the Tide
through the Marsh

Canoe and Kayak Trail at the

Hamilton/Trenton Marsh
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The Canoe and Kayak Trail is provided by Delaware &
Raritan Greenway, central New Jersey’s regional land
trust. Signage was provided by Delaware & Raritan
Greenway through a grant from the New Jersey
Division of Parks and Forestry, Recreational Trails
Program. Partners in the program include Public
Service Electric & Gas Company, the City of
Bordentown, Hamilton Township, and Mercer County.

Delaware & Raritan Greenway works with land-
owners and in partnership with state, county and local
agencies, to leverage available funds to protect land. In
its first ten years, D&R Greenway has preserved more
than 3,200 acres of land along the Delaware & Raritan
Canal and the streams flowing through the surround-
ing 1,000-square mile region.

For more information call or write:
D&R Greenway Land Trust

One Preservation Place
Princeton, NJ 08540
Tel (609) 924-4646, Fax (609) 924-5577
E-Mail: info@drgreenway.org

Delaware & Raritan Greenway, Inc., members of the board and staff are not
liable for any loss of property, injury or mishap that occurs at the Hamilton/
Trenton Marsh. Users assume full responsibility for any injuries, damages, or
losses that they or any minor children accompanying them may sustain.

A Ride with the Tide
through the Marsh

Canoe and Kayak Trail
at the Hamilton/Trenton Marsh

See pages 12-13 for a map of the trails.

Welcome ~

to a place where
eagles hunt and
humans play; a land
steeped in history
and etched with the
lore of those who L
have gone before us
harvesting and

gracing a life from this earth’s bounty of wildness;
a place where wildlife and people flourish side by
side; a marsh chocked-full of life, of mysteries, of
magic . . .

Those who bave
gone before us ~

have left a rich history. Native Americans thrived
on these lands more than 10,000 years ago.
Today, the area is recognized as the Abbott Farm
National Historic Landmark. More recently, but
still more than a century ago, the Delaware &
Raritan Canal was built across the marsh as a
major transportation thoroughfare. Also in the
mid-1800’s, the White City Amusement Park,
built on the land
surrounding
Spring Lake,
opened as a
major attraction
providing enter-
tainment for
people from
throughout the
region.

Several historic homes line the bluffs including
Mercer County’s oldest standing house, the
Watson House.




Wild things ~

flourish at the Hamilton/Trenton Marsh. Ospreys
fish ... herons hunt ... beavers lumber their lodges
from trees ... red-winged blackbirds and wood
thrushes greet the morning with song ... owls,
raccoons, and bullfrogs call in the darkness ...
graceful stems of wild rice sway in the breeze ...
and butterflies sip sweet nectar from brightly
colored flowers lining the waterways of the
marsh.

The Hamilton/Trenton Marsh is the northern-
most tidal freshwater wetland on the Delaware
River. It includes tidal and non-tidal marshlands,
wooded uplands, the Delaware River, five creeks,
and the most spectacular bluffs in central New
Jersey. This 1,250-acre expanse of wildlife habitat
supports more than 230 species of birds and more
than 800 species of plants.
Many mammals, reptiles,
amphibians, and insects
also make their home here,
finding shelter and suste-
nance among the
meandering waterways and
in the thriving vegetation.

Visitors come ~

from across the country and across the Atlantic
Ocean to enjoy the marsh for birding, hiking,
canoeing, kayakmg, fishing, painting, photogra—
phy and other passive recreational activities.

We invite you to do the same.

When to Visit ~

Any time of the year is a great time to visit the
marsh. Many folks enjoy watching the plants,
birds and other wildlife mature through the year.
Each season has its own stars—showy blossoms
and aerial delights.

Paddlers visit most frequently during warm
weather. When you visit, be sure to dress appro-
priately for the season and wear layers to
accommodate changing temperatures.

Happy Trails ~

Two canoe and kayak trails are described in

this guide. The Crosswicks Trail follows
Crosswicks Creek from Bordentown Beach to
near Groveville (designated C1 through C17 on
the map). Because there is no public launch access
on Crosswicks Creek north of Bordentown, a
round trip is required. The round trip is approxi-
mately 12 miles. The Watson Trail follows
Watson Creek from Crosswicks Creek to
Roebling Park in Hamilton (W1 through W5 on
the map). The Watson Trail can be run as a one
way trip from Roebling Park to Bordentown in
either direction (travel with the tides) or as a
round trip from Bordentown. The trail is ap-
proximately 4 miles one way, 8 miles round trip.
Roebling Park is open daily 8:00 a.m. to dusk.

If you want to begin and end at Bordentown
Beach (plenty of parking, basic bathroom facili-
ties), we recommend you plan your trip to begin
approximately two hours before high tide. Paddle
in with the tide, then when the marsh fills and
the tide turns, follow its lead and head back to
Bordentown. Bordentown Beach is open dawn
to dusk daily. There is no fee to launch a canoe;
however a parking fee is charged for trailers.

If you begin at Watson Woods in Roebling
Park (again, plenty of public parking and a nice
picnic grove shaded by tall trees) and paddle only
one way, launch approximately 45 minutes after
the time posted for high tide in Trenton. Other-
wise, you will have to paddle against the
incoming tide.




Beware the Tides and Power
of the Moon ~ ‘

The Delaware River is tidal as far north as Tren-
ton. The tidal surge coming up the Delaware
influences the marsh, raising and lowering the
water level six to eight feet twice daily. At, or near
full tide, the waterways are ample. At low tide,
however, the water channels become more narrow,
sunken obstructions appear, and much of the
marsh is exposed mud flats. For your safety and
to make your trip most enjoyable, plan your trip
around high tide and let the moon do most of the
work. You can find the times of the daily high and
low tides for Trenton listed in the Trenton newspa-
pers.

Tide information is also available on the
internet at:

http://www.co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/tides/

midatIPHIL.html
or

http://www.opsd.nos.noaa.gov/tides/

midatIPHIL.html.

This information is based on the tides on the
Delaware River at Philadelphia and must be
adjusted for the marsh. The difference in time for
high tide is +1:12; low tide +1:48. The difference
in height at high tide is +1.3'; at low tide +1.0S5'

Safety is a Priority ~

If you ride with the tide, the marsh is an easy
paddle on flat water with beautiful scenery and
wildlife to enjoy. Normal
paddling safety rules should
be followed.

Several tidal channels
branching off of
Crosswicks and Watson
creeks are inviting to
explore. For your safety, be
sure to paddle out when the
tide turns. The water level
can drop quickly, exposing
obstructions and stranding
canoes, and requiring you
to stay until the next incoming tide.

Life jackets are required for boaters age 12 and
under and strongly recommended for all paddlers.
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A Note of Caution ~

Special caution should be taken at the old railroad
bridge in Bordentown as you paddle out of the
marsh on the outgoing tide. The water can be very
swift and the current forceful. Paddle through the
center opening of the bridge, at an angle perpen-
dicular to the bridge with the boat aimed toward
the right side of the opening. The strong current
will push you to the left.

Please Travel
Gently ~

The Hamilton/Trenton
Marsh provides a place for
people to connect with
nature, a place to refresh the
spirit, re-energize the body,
and calm the mind with
scenic vistas and glimpses of
wildlife. Please travel gently; the marsh is a
valuable and fragile resource. Do your part to
help protect this natural wild treasure.

When and Where
to Launch Your Boat ~

There are two public access launch sites at the
marsh:

Bordentown Beach
City of Bordentown, Burlington County

From Route 295: Take Exit 57 to 130 North to
the stop light. Turn left onto Farnsworth and
follow through town. Turn left onto Park Street.
Follow one block to end. Continue straight down
the hill, under the railroad bridge to the parking
area. From Route 206: Follow Park Street west
to the end. Continue as above.

Watson Woods in John A. Roebling Park

Hamilton Township, Mercer County

From Route 206 (South Broad Street): Go west on
West Park Avenue. Turn left onto Westcott Street
and then right into Roebling Park (by the Watson
House). The canoe launch is located near the end
of the park road.




























